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Introduction 
This report attempts to provide the Supported Access Pilot Project (SAPP) participating organisations 
with an analysis of 2006 Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Census data information1 to assist in their 
selection of local government areas (LGAs) with the greatest concentrations of their client cohort. It 
aims to assist organisations to target those LGAs with whom they would have the most regular 
interactions thereby focussing their efforts in the areas where the need may be greatest.  

A cohort of individuals who are currently over 65 and therefore meet one of the HACC eligibility criteria 
are identified as well as those who self report low English proficiency and are more likely to require 
supported access services in the future. The 2007 EMIC Access and Support Pilot Project informed this 
report in its finding that English proficiency was an important variable in the development of the access 
and support model.  

 
 

Which groups are expected to benefit from this analysis? 
The Australian Greek Welfare Society (AGWS), Victorian Arabic Social Services (VASS), Australian 
Polish Community Services (APCS), CO. AS. IT. Italian Assistance Association (COASIT), Fronditha 
Care Incorporated (FRONDITHA), Chinese Community Social Services Centre Incorporated (CCSSCI), 
Macedonian Community Welfare Association (MCWA) and Spectrum Migrant Resource Centre 
(SPECTRUM)2 are all participants in the SAPP. It was very difficult to be specific about the entire make 
up of the communities the organisations represent but for the purposes of this paper the most suitable 
available data was found to be that identifying the over 65s overseas born.  

 
 

Explanation of tables 
Table 1 in each section shows the numbers and percentages of the 65+ population living in each of the 
LGAs. This table shows the LGAs in which the particular SAPP communities have their highest to 
lowest concentration of HACC eligible people over 65 years.  

Table 2 in each section shows the overall increase in over 65 populations of the particular SAPP 
communities in Victoria from 2001 and 2006. Although this table represents the broader Victorian 
community of that ethnic group, it provides an indicator of the change in demographic for that 
community.   

Table 3 in each section shows the level of self reported English proficiency amongst the over 65 year 
old cohorts in the particular SAPP communities.  

Viewed together Tables 2 and 3 may be seen as additional predictors of demand for supported access 
in the near future. 

                                                 
 
1 The data for the first part of this report was drawn from the Victorian Multicultural Commission(VMC) Report Population 
Diversity in Local Councils in Victoria 2006 Census. Please see the disclaimer at the end of this report. 
2 The Spectrum Migrant Resource Centre (SPECTRUM) has a particular focus on the under represented and emerging 
Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CALD) communities in the northern suburbs. As these groups are not clearly identified, it 
has not been possible to collect demographic data for Spectrum’s use in the SAPP. 
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1. Australian Greek Welfare Society (AGWS), and 

2. Fronditha Care Incorporated (Fronditha) 
A significant number of Greek people migrated to Australia following the Second World War and until 
the 1980s. This saw a dramatic increase in the Greek born population making them the second largest 
non-English speaking population in Australia, the first being the Italian born. Melbourne now boasts the 
second largest concentration of Greek born in the world. In 2006 ABS Census data records 21,522 
Greek born people aged over 65 were living in metropolitan Melbourne. 

Table 1*:  Over 65 Greek population concentration in Metropolitan LGAs 

The above data table identifies Monash (9.7%) in the east, Moreland (9.5%) Whittlesea (7.7 %) Darebin (7.7%) in the north and 
Manningham (6.6%) in the north west as the five Local Government Areas with the greatest concentration of the 65+ Greek 
born. Unlike the other SAPP participants the Greek born 65+ community tapers evenly throughout the metropolitan area. 
*Please note the disclaimer (1) on page 11  

LGA Population over 65 
(Greek Born) 

% of total population over 65 
(Greek Born) 

Monash 2,092 9.7% 
Moreland 2,051 9.5% 
Whittlesea 1,676 7.7% 
Darebin 1,659 7.7% 
Manningham 1,415 6.6% 
Kingston 1,233  5.7% 
Glen Eira 1,146  5.3% 
Brimbank 1,114  5.2% 
Boroondara 1,054  4.9% 
Stonnington 1,020 4.7% 
Whitehorse 991 4.6% 
Yarra 897 4.2% 
Port Phillip 753  3.5% 
Moonee Valley 726 3.4% 
Greater Dandenong 566  2.6% 
Hobsons Bay 566  2.6% 
Maribyrnong 555 2.6% 
Banyule 500 2.3% 
Hume 401 1.9% 
Mornington 269 1.2% 
Bayside 235 1.1% 
Frankston 173 0.8% 
Knox 171 0.8% 
Wyndham 151 0.7% 
Melton 65 0.3% 
Nillumbik 43 0.2% 
Total 21,522  
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Table 2**:  Greek born Victorians aged 65+ 

Year of census Population 
2001 16,930 
2006 24,000 

Difference +7,070 
% increase 29.5% 

** Please note the disclaimer (2) on page 11.  

 

Table 3***:  Low English Proficiency Greek born Victorians 65+ 

Age Population % of 2006 Population 
65+ 13,547 56% 

***Please note the disclaimer (3) on page 11. 
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3. Italian Assistance Association (COASIT) 
Italian born migrants have been arriving in Australia since the last few decades of the eighteenth 
century. Their numbers swelled after the second world war with the Australian government assisting 
migration from Europe. During the 1950s and 1960s Italian born migrant numbers increased 
dramatically to ten times their prior numbers. In 2006 ABS Census data records 37,968 Italian born 
people aged over 65 were living in metropolitan Melbourne. 

 Table 1*:  Over 65 Italian born population concentration in Metropolitan LGAs 
LGA Population over 65 

(Italian Born) 
% of total population over 65 

(Italian Born) 
Moreland 6,215 16.4% 
Darebin 4,911 12.9% 
Moonee Valley 3,325 8.7% 
Whittlesea 2,711 7.1% 
Manningham 2,020 5.3% 
Monash 1,786 4.7% 
Brimbank 1,719 3.6% 
Greater Dandenong 1,365 3.5% 
Banyule 1,327 3.5% 
Hume 1,230 3.2% 
Boroondara 1,099 2.9% 
Whitehorse 1,080 2.8% 
Hobsons Bay 1,032 2.7% 
Kingston 837 2.2% 
Wyndham 791 2.1% 
Maribyrnong 763 2.0% 
Yarra 717 1.9% 
Glen Eira 679 1.8% 
Casey 568 1.5% 
Mornington 565 1.5% 
Yarra Ranges 506 1.3% 
Knox 478 1.3% 
Bayside 389 1.0% 
Stonnington 335 0.9% 
Maroondah 283 1.0% 
Frankston 265 1.0% 
Port Phillip 246 0.9% 
Melbourne 221 0.7% 
Nillumbik 193 0.5% 
Cardinia 165 0.4% 
Melton 147 0.4% 
Total 37,968  

The Italian born 65+ population are concentrated in the north eastern metropolitan corridor with more than one third the 
population living in the five council areas of Moreland (16.4%), Darebin (12.9%), Moonee Valley (8.7%), Whittlesea (7.1%) and 
Manningham (5.3%).      
*Please note the disclaimer (1) on page 11 
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Table 2**:  Italian born Victorians aged 65+ 

Year Population 
2001 37,368 
2006 42,698 
Difference +5,330 
%increase 12.5% 

**Please note the disclaimer (2) on page 11 

 

Table 3***:  Low English Proficiency Italian born 65+ 

Age Population % of 2006 Population 
65+ 17,753 41% 

***Please note the disclaimer (3) on page 11. 
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4. Victorian Arabic Social Services (VASS) 
Arabic migration to Australia on a large scale has been influenced by relatively recent historical events 
such as conflict and political instability in the middle-east. There has also been some skilled migration. 
The ABS 2006 Census data identifies Lebanon, Egypt, Iraq, Iran, Turkey, Afghanistan, Sudan and Syria 
as the most featured countries of origin amongst the Arabic Speaking Community who are 65+. The 
data records 2,741 Arabic born people aged over 65 were living in metropolitan Melbourne in 2006. 

The countries of origin were identified according to: 
• belonging to one of the 22 countries of the Arab League of Nations; and  
• where the Arabic language is an official language. 

Table 1*:  Over 65 Arabic population concentration in Metropolitan LGAs 
LGA Population over 65 % of total population over 65 

Hume1 922 33.6% 
Moreland 847 30.9% 
Darebin 389 14.1% 
Whittlesea 309 11.3% 
Moonee Valley 189 6.9% 
Manningham 119 4.3% 
Banyule 77 2.8% 
Hobsons Bay 58 2.1% 
Casey 56 2.0% 
Greater Dandenong 32 1.2% 
Brimbank 10 0.3% 
Maribyrnong 3 0.1% 
Total 2,741  

*Please note the disclaimer (1) on page 11 
1The Moreland, Hume and Whittlesea Arabic populations comprise of Egyptian, Lebanese and Iraqi born.  
Darebin’s  Arabic population comprises of Egyptian and Lebanese born. 
Moonee Valley’s Arabic population comprises of Egyptian born only.  
Manningham’s Arabic population comprises of Egyptian and Iranian born.  
Banyule and Hobsons Bay’s Arabic population comprises Lebanese born only.  
Casey’s Arabic population comprises of Afghani born. 
Greater Dandenong’s Arabic population comprises of Afghani and Sudanese born.  
Brimbank’s  Arabic population comprises of Sudanese born only.  
Maribyrnong’s Arabic population comprises of Sudanese born. 

Table 2**:  Arabic born Victorians aged 65+ 

Year Population 
2001 5,196 
2006 7,285 
Difference +2,089 
% increase 28.6% 

**Please note the disclaimer (2) on page 11 
The data took into account all 22 countries listed in the Arab League of Nations and found in the ABS table titled ‘Overseas 
Born Population 2006, 2001 Census’. The 2006 Census data includes figures for Iran and Iraq which were not available in the 
2001 Census. 

Table 3***:  Low English Proficiency Arabic born 65+ 
Age Population % of 2006 Population 

65+ 1,006 14% 
***Please note the disclaimer (3) on page 11. 
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5. Australian-Polish Community Services (APCS) 
The greatest influx of Polish born people took place after the second world war. In 2006 ABS Census 
data, as compiled by the VMC records 3,759 Polish born people aged over 65 were living in 
metropolitan Melbourne. 

Table 1*:  Polish born population concentration in Metropolitan LGAs 
LGA Population over 65 

(Polish born) 
% of total population over 65 

(Polish Born) 
Glen Eira 1,394 40.3% 
Brimbank 592 17.1% 
Stonnington 356 10.2% 
Port Phillip 303 8.7% 
Casey 176 5% 
Maribyrnong 154 5% 
Kingston 136 4% 
Maroondah 95 3.9% 
Yarra Ranges 93 2.6% 
Wyndham 85 2.4% 
Frankston 74 2.1% 
Total 3,458  

The five council areas with the highest concentrations of the 65+ Polish born are the City of Glen Eira8% (37%), Brimbank 
(15.7%), Stonnington (9.5%), Port Phillip (8%) and Greater Dandenong (8%). Of interest is that the two areas with the highest 
concentrations are well separated in the NW and SE of the metropolitan area.  
*Please note the disclaimer (1) on page 11.  

Table 2**:  Polish Born in Victoria aged 65+ 

Year Population 
2001 8,275 
2006 7,085 
Difference +1,190 
% increase 16.8% 

**Please note the disclaimer (2) on page 11. 

Table 3***:  Low English Proficiency Polish born 65+ 

Age Population % of 2006 Population 
65+ 1,336 19% 

***Please note the disclaimer (3) on page 11. 
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6. Chinese Community Social Services Centre Incorporated (CCSSCI) 
The White Australia policy has been largely responsible for keeping Chinese migration numbers very 
low. With the eradication of discriminatory immigration regulations in 1973, the 1970s and 1980s saw a 
major increase in ethnic Chinese migration to Australia. In 2006 ABS Census data, as compiled by the 
VMC, records 5,904 Chinese born1  people aged over 65 were living in metropolitan Melbourne. 

Table 1*:  Chinese born1 population concentration in Metropolitan LGAs 
LGA Population over 65 

(Chinese born) 
% of total population over 65 

(Chinese born) 
Manningham 836 14.1% 
Whitehorse 789 13.0% 
Monash 741 12.0% 
Boroondara 561 9.5% 
Yarra 348 5.8% 
Greater Dandenong 338 5.7% 
Moonee Valley 283 4.7% 
Darebin 237 4.0% 
Melbourne 214 3.6% 
Glen Eira 208 3.5% 
Kingston 161 2.7% 
Maribyrnong 158 2.6% 
Casey 149 2.5% 
Stonnington 142 2.4% 
Moreland 140 2.3% 
Banyule 130 2.2% 
Bayside 86 1.4% 
Hobsons Bay 84 1.4% 
Whittlesea 81 1.3% 
Maroondah 69 1.1% 
Port Phillip 67 1.1% 
Wyndham 34 0.5% 
Frankston 29 0.5% 
Yarra Ranges 19 0.3% 
Total 5,904  

The five council areas with the highest concentrations of Chinese born1  65+  are Manningham (14.1%), Whitehorse (13%), 
Monash (12%), Boroondara (9.5%) and Yarra (5.8%). All these are neighbouring areas in a north easterly sweep. 
*Please note the disclaimer (1) on page 11  

Table 2**:  Chinese born1 population in Victoria aged 65+ 

Year Population 
2001 5,999 
2006 7,046 
Difference +1,047 
% increase 14.8% 

1For the purposes of this report Chinese born population data was drawn from the following available ABS categories: 
• China (excluding SARs) 2001 and 2006 census data 
• China (excluding SARs and Taiwan Province) 2006 census data 
• Hong Kong (SAR of China ) 2001 and 2006 census 

**Please note the disclaimer (2) on page 11 



C o m m u n i t y  P r o f i l e s :  S A P P  P r o g r a m  V i c t o r i a    
 

E t h n i c  C o m m u n i t i e s ’  C o u n c i l  o f  V i c t o r i a    P a g e  9  

 

Table 3***:  Low English Proficiency Chinese born 65+ 

Age Population % of 2006 Population 
65+ 6,162 87% 

***Please note the disclaimer (3) on page 11. 
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7. Macedonian Community Welfare Association (MCWA) 
Melbourne has the largest Macedonian community of all Australian capital cities. The peak of 
Macedonian migration from the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) was in the early 
1970s. Macedonian migration virtually ceased in the 1980s and restarted in the early 1990s after the 
breakup of Yugoslavia. In 2006 ABS Census data, as compiled by the VMC, records 2,492 Macedonian 
born people over 65 were living in Melbourne. 

Table 1*:  Macedonian born population concentration in Metropolitan LGAs 
LGA Population over 65 

(Macedonian Born) 
% of total population over 65 

(Macedonian Born) 
Whittlesea 895 35.9% 
Brimbank 527 21.1% 
Darebin 335 13.4% 
Melbourne 274 10.9% 
Maribyrnong 150 6.0% 
Hobsons Bay 146 5.8% 
Banyule 64 2.6% 
Wyndham 54 2.1% 
Melton 32 1.3% 
Nillumbik 15 0.6% 
Total 2,492  

The five councils with the highest concentration of the Macedonian born 65+ are Whittlesea (35.9%), Brimbank (21.1%), 
Darebin (13.4%), Melbourne (10.9%) and Maribyrnong (6%). These areas neighbour each other in the north in the shape of a 
horseshoe. 
*Please note the disclaimer (1) on page 11  

Table 2**:  Macedonian born population in Victoria aged 65+ 

Year Population 
2001 2,437 
2006 2,992 

Difference  +555 
% increase 18.5% 

** Please note the disclaimer (2) on page 11  

Table 3***:  Low English Proficiency Macedonian born 65+ 

Age Population % of 2006 Population 
65+ 2,452 82% 

 ***Please note the disclaimer (3) on page 11. 
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Disclaimer:  
 

1. The data used in Table 1 was taken from the secondary source provided by VMC. The source was 
considered adequate for the purposes of identifying the small number (5) of LGA s (required by the 
pilot) with the highest concentrations of the particular community group.  Table 5 in each 
Metropolitan LGA of the VMC report was studied for its concentration of the particular ethnic group. 
Only the Top 15 Birthplace Groups by Age 2006 Census for each of the LGA s were included in the 
table. Although all metropolitan LGA s were studied some of the ethnic groups did not feature in the 
top 15 birthplaces for each LGA. Hence Table 1, for each of the groups studied, only contained 
those LGA s in which the groups featured as one of the top 15 birthplace groups.  The totals 
provided for Table 1 for each of the ethnic groups are only the numbers of the identified groups 
featured in the tables of the Top 15 birthplaces. There was a discrepancy identified for the top 5 
LGA s between the VMC report and the primary ABS data.  The 65+ Polish population numbers in 
Greater Dandenong in the VMC document were omitted despite being significantly high enough to 
make the top 5 LGAs for that group. Upon checking with the primary ABS data this report has been 
adjusted accordingly.  
Reference has also been omitted to the Arabic speaking Turkish population as there is not 
sufficient evidence available to establish their ethnic distinction. 

 
2. Table 2 data was taken from  

• ABS 2001 Census of Population and Housing Special Table, Top 30 Birthplaces by Age 
Groups 

• ABS 2006 Census of Population and Housing, Victoria X01 Country of Birth of Person (a) 
by age by sex, based on  place of usual residence 

As there were only 30 countries of birth identified in the 2001 census the 2006 data was adjusted 
for consistency with the 2001 data. Only those countries identified in the 2001 data were compared 
with 2006 data. The countries compared were Italy, Greece, Poland, Macedonia (Former 
Yugoslavian Republic of Macedonia) China (excluding SAR s and Taiwan), Hong Kong (SAR of 
China), and those countries identified as Arabic speaking . 

 
3. Table 3 information was based on the data taken from Table 8 3 and the percentages were drawn 

from the preceding 2006 Table 2 data of the report for all six ethnic groups. Therefore the 
percentages are a rough guide only of self reported Low English Proficiency, but do have overall 
significance as an indicator of Low English Proficiency with in the over 65 cohort of the ethnic 
group. 

 

                                                 
 
3 Population Diversity in Local Councils in Victoria 2006 Census Victorian Multicultural Commission (VMC) (2007) pp20-21 
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Addendum 
In addition to the original corrected version of this paper, prepared by ECCV, Victorian Arabic Social 
Services (VASS) and Chinese Community Social Services Centre Incorporated (CCSSCI) have 
contributed 2006 ABS data on Arabic speaking and Chinese speaking people in Victoria. These lists 
complement the participating ethnic groups’ data of countries of birth only. 
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