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MEDIA RELEASE

BUDGET PROMISES WELCOME ‘HUMAN INVESTMENT’ 
IN MULTICULTURAL VICTORIA’S MOST VULNERABLE
5 May 
2010
Mr Sam Afra, Chairperson of the Ethnic Communities’ Council of Victoria (ECCV), said many in Victoria’s refugee communities would welcome the state government’s prioritisation of ‘human investment’ in its 2010-2011 state budget.

“If there is one theme that continues to come up at community consultations with our most vulnerable refugees, it is the need to find ways to better unlock their human potential,” Mr Afra said.

“Contrary to the common perception, a considerable percentage of refugees to Australia possess extraordinary skills and abilities and are eager to use them for the benefit of their new home.  All that’s needed is some targeted investment to assist them to get established.”

“So the $1.6 million Vulnerable Refugee Support package being offered over two years as part of this year’s state budget is an initiative that is not only timely, but one that can pay big dividends down the track,” Mr Afra said.
Mr Afra was also pleased to see a further $3.8 million set aside over four years to assist refugee youth.

“Investment in our young may be a cliché,” Mr Afra, “but few would argue that they are our most valuable asset and deserve every chance to be all they can be.”
Mr Afra also pointed to an urgent need to better support the creative potential of Victoria’s multicultural communities.

“Multicultural Arts Victoria (MAV) does a fabulous job helping talented migrants and refugees find a positive avenue into broader society, but for too long they have had to struggle along with minimal resources and departmental funding,” Mr Afra said.  
“The continued failure to address this shortfall in human investment is particularly disappointing if Victoria expects to maintain its place as Australia’s home of the arts and culture.”

On a positive note, Mr Afra welcomed the $66.7 million over five years for Home and Community Care (HACC) services which forms a vital service arm for Victoria’s aged population.

“The need for specialised, culturally responsive HACC services is only going to increase as our ethnic communities age,” Mr Afra explained.  “Planning for those projected needs has to start now.”
Mr Afra urged Victoria’s ethno-specific services providers to take advantage of the $2.5 million earmarked for Stage 5 of the Aged Care Land Bank which will help not-for-profit aged care providers to access surplus government land for more residential aged care services.
“The not-for-profit sector is already meeting the aged care needs of many diverse communities so it makes sense to employ their expertise in devising solutions for the decades to come.”
For further information, please call 0421 124 112 or 0417 489 226.
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