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MEDIA RELEASE

FEDERAL OPPOSITION POLICY ON ASYLUM SEEKERS LITTLE BETTER THAN A ‘FLIMSY LITTLE PAMPHLET’

29 May 2010
Mr Sam Afra, Chairperson of the Ethnic Communities’ Council of Victoria (eccv), expressed dismay today at the “inflammatory tone and misleading wording” of the federal opposition’s newly-released policy directions statement on the treatment of refugees and asylum seekers. 
Mr Afra called the document a “flimsy little pamphlet, the likes of which tend to turn up unsolicited and unwelcomed in people’s mailboxes in the lead-up to elections.”
Mr Afra pointed to the use of the word ‘illegal’ as early as the second line of the introduction.

“It is outrageous and flat-out wrong for anyone – let alone a major political party – to pre-emptively label any individual seeking sanctuary in Australia as ‘illegal’ before they have had a chance to have their case assessed through the appropriate channels,” Mr Afra declared.
“To do so is a breach of due process, an attack on basic human rights, and a slur on the integrity of the democracy process in this country which is supposed to uphold the highest standards of honesty and fair representation.”

Mr Afra said that inflammatory language appeared throughout the federal opposition’s policy statement, including in the charts and graphs. “The tone of the policy statement is undeniably simplistic and inflammatory, and potentially defamatory to the character of cases currently under assessment.”

“I am not surprised that numerous members of the Liberal Party have expressed alarm at the document which by association implicates everyone aligned with their side of politics.”
Mr Afra agreed that the proposals in the statement, such as a reintroduction of temporary protection visas, were distressing to many in Victoria’s migrant and multicultural communities and urged the federal opposition to review their position. “We call for a return to the bi-partisan approach to immigration which served Australia so well for so many years”
Mr Afra also demanded that all political parties refrain from engaging in misleading and prejudicial behaviour during the upcoming election period. “Lets’ not see this issue being used as a political football for the sake of a few votes”, he said
“Australia has a responsibility to afford those seeking asylum their full human rights and to treat them with dignity concluded Mr Afra. “The Coalitions ‘new’ policy is a huge step backwards in this regard”

For further information, please call 0421 124112 or 0417 489 226.
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