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CALL FOR PAPERS
Engaging Africa/Engaging Africans: 
Knowledge, Representation, Politics

An international, interdisciplinary, intercultural conference organised by the African Studies Association of Australasia and the Pacific (AFSAAP) and Victoria University (VU)
A/Prof. Michele Grossman and Prof. Helen Borland, Co-Convenors (VU)
2-4 December 2010

Victoria University, Melbourne, Australia
Keynote and plenary speakers

· Professor Michele Wallace, PhD Program in English, City University of New York Graduate Center 
· Professor Paul Zeleza, Dean, Bellarmine College of Liberal Arts, Loyola Marymount University
· Associate Professor Munashe Furusa, Chair of Africana Studies, California State University
Australia has become a significant destination for a range of African refugee and diaspora communities over the past 20 years.  In addition, key Australian government initiatives examining new prospects for engaging with African nations, peoples and economies are gaining pace. Recently, the Australian government has taken steps to raise its international profile, particularly with the United Nations, through enhanced diplomatic relations and increased development aid.  Australia has received new attention with a 40% increase in aid funding, significant expanded investment in scholarships for African postgraduates, and new funding for Africa-centred research in Australia.  These initiatives present unforeseen opportunities for scholars of Africa and African diasporas to engage with and expand research and teaching in African studies.  They also provide opportunities for African-focused scholarship to contribute to governments the timely knowledge and advice that can assist diplomacy, trade, aid and education endeavours.  At community levels, similar momentum has developed as scholars and communities come together to share and interrogate knowledge about the role that Africa and African diasporas play in Australian social, cultural and policy landscapes – and what spaces and opportunities exist for collaborative local and transnational community building and exchange as a result.  

Working across a wide range of disciplines, this conference aims to foster new intercultural and transnational discussion about Australian-African engagements with issues of race, culture, representation, trade, education and diasporas, drawing on a range of both internationally eminent and locally based scholars and research.  The theme of this year’s conference reflects an emphasis on exploring how Australia/ns and Africa/ns are engaging each other at the levels of governments, institutions, cultures, communities and the arts.
We welcome papers, panel proposals and plenary sessions across the following themes and issues:
· Africa/ns across cultures: What do contemporary local/national discourses around ‘Africa’ and ‘Africans’ tell us about Australia’s capacity to engage with new formations of identity, community and citizenship across cultures?
· The politics of visibility: What implications do the current racialised ‘politics of visibility’ for Africans in Australia have for how Australians, Africans and African-Australians confront and negotiate broader issues surrounding race, racism and national identity?
· Refugees, diasporas and ‘post-national’ communities: What are the theoretical and lived relationships between ‘refugee’, ‘diaspora’ and ‘post-national’ communities for African communities in Australia today?

· Post-refugee experiences and identities: What might post-settlement African experiences and aspirations in Australia reveal about how we engage with ‘post-refugee’ identities in local, national and transnational settings?
· Not all Africans are refugees: What are the implications of linking ‘African’ and ‘refugee’ identities for Africans in Australia who are not refugees, and what impacts does this have on understandings of what it means to be ‘African’?
· Australia/ns in the African imagination:  how are Australia and Australians known and represented by Africans through various media, including visual, oral, musical, textual, digital and others? 
·  Mining Africa: are the politics and debates around ownership, control and profit concerning African natural resources limited to diplomatic, economic and trade relations alone, or are there also metaphorical ‘minings’ of African economies, cultures and societies at work in approaches to engaging with Africa? If so, what is at stake and how might we better understand this dynamic?
We also welcome paper and panel proposals on other topics related to the conference theme, including:
· Australia’s contribution to Millenium Development Goals (MDGs) in Africa
· Australian humanitarian and development aid to Africa
· the new diplomacy: Australia’s contemporary engagement with Africa 

· Australian health research in Africa/African refugee health in Australia 

· trade and economic cooperation 

· Africa and Africans in the digital world – media and new communication technologies

· The next generation: building new relationships and opportunities for African postgraduate students 
· Growing African Studies in Australia: research, teaching, funding and community engagement
Conference activities

In addition to keynote, plenary and paper sessions, this year’s conference will feature a postgraduate paper stream and workshops on Day 1 of the program; an African Film Night screening short cinema works relating to the African diaspora and refugee experience in Australia created by doctoral students and independent African and other filmmakers.  The 2010 conference will conclude with an African Community Forum hearing from African-background community members about current issues and future directions for African communities in Australia that can inform research priorities the politics and practice of Australian-African engagement at local, national and international levels.
Deadline for paper abstracts (20-minute papers) and panel proposals: 15 July 2010
Notification of Acceptance: 30 August 2010
Guidelines for abstract and panel proposal submissions: 
Paper abstracts: please include paper title, a 200-word abstract, up to five keywords, full presenter name, academic or other affiliation and full contact details including telephone, email and fax. 
Panel proposals: please include panel title, names and affiliations of all panel members, a 200-word description of how the panel relates to the conference themes, and full contact details, including telephone, email and fax, for the panel convenor.

Postgraduate submissions: Postgraduate researchers are welcome to submit abstracts for consideration in either the Postgraduate Research Stream or the main conference program.  Please indicate clearly on your abstract whether you wish your proposal to be refereed specifically for the postgraduate stream of the conference. Guidelines for abstracts in the postgraduate stream follow the same as for regular paper abstracts above.
How to submit: Abstracts and panel proposals are to be submitted electronically by email to: 
info@afsaap.org.au 
Registration, program, venue, accommodation and other conference information: please visit the AFSAAP 2010 conference website on http://www.afsaap.org.au/Conferences/2010/2010.htm This site will be updated periodically.
